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The United States and the Marshall Is-
lands urgently need to address problems
with the Compact Trust Fund to avoid an
economic shock in the RMI in 2024, said
a US government economic report on the
RMI released this week.

The US government has stated repeat-
edly that the Compact makes no promises
that the Trust Fund will provide for similar
levelsof funding asUS grantsin 2023. But,
said the USDA Graduate School’s FY 2009
Economic Report on the RMI issued this
week, the Trust Fund agreement specifies a
withdrawal rulethat is precisely based upon
the FY 2023 annual grant assistance level.

“If the returns (from the Trust Fund) in a
post-2024 year are insufficient and if the ‘C’
account, established as a buffer, is empty,
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Ebeye girl Ana Ri Rose Nelji showed up at Dr.
Adrian Fenderson’s Canvasback dental clinic
with a broken front tooth. Two hourslater, she
left with a new-look mouth. A week later she
spotted Fenderson on the
ferry to Kwajalein
and gave him
a big hug for
fixing her

tooth.
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For more than one month, some
RMI government agencies have
battled with the Ministry of Fi-
nance over anew requirement that
the agencies sign an agreement
to bring their pay scalesinto line
with those of the Public Service
Commission — or no government
subsidy. The problem threatened to
shut down shipping servicesto the
outer islands until it was resolved
this week. The Marshall Islands
Shipping Corporation refused to
sign the agreement, bringing the
matter to a head earlier this week
because funding for shipshasbeen
withheld by Finance sincethe new
fiscal year started on October 1.

Earlier thisweek, Transportation
and Communications Minister
Kenneth Kedi contacted the At-
torney General’s office, and Acting
AG Tubosoye Brown weighed in
on the side of the agencies. Brown
told the Journal Tuesday that the
Ministry of Finance was in error,
the problem has been corrected and
money should be flowing.

But until the AG stepped in this
week, both Majuro Atoll Waste
Company and the College of the
Marshall Islands signed agree-
ments that Finance required in
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TheTrust Fund wascreated “to contribute
to the long-term budgetary self-reliance of
the RMI (and) to provide the Government
of the RMI win an ongoing source of rev-
enue after FY2023,” according to Compact
documents.

\_ US government officials have stated that

Trust Fund created to provide ongoing revenue

the Compact doesnot promisethat the Trust
Fund will replace US grant funding after
2023. “The amended Compacts and their
subsidiary agreements contain no commit-
ments, either express or implied, regarding
thelevel of revenuethat will be generated by
theTrust Fund, nor isthereany commitment

$

regarding the degree to which the revenue
will ‘contribute’ to the long-term budgetary
self-reliance of the...RMI,” isthe stated US
position. US Embassy Deputy Chief of Mis-
sion Eric Watnik told the Journal Tuesday
that “the US viewpoint has been stated and
thereis no changein status.” )

the RMI would suffer a severe fiscal shock,’
thereport said. “ Zero funds would be made
available for budgetary or investment sup-
port in such an event.”

The report said that the RMI government
could go from receiving $37.4 million from
USgrantsin 2023 to receiving no US grants

and no Trust Fund money in 2024.

The report said that “for this and sev-
eral other compelling reasons, it makes
sense for the RMI and the US to consider
modifications to the Trust Fund agreement
to correct the poorly specified buffer ac-
count and withdrawal rules embedded in

the Trust Fund agreement so as to reduce
the risk of a fiscal shock of such immense
proportions.”

Pointsraised by thisreport are also echoed
in an RMI government report issued last
week in response to the US government’s

Continued page 2
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More smiles on Ebeye
after Canvasback visit

A volunteer dental

Ayoung girl

(

WHO
wants

to help
MOH

team from Canvasback practices Health officials from
was busy .| ast month brushlng_ the World Health Orga-
helping to improve the teeth during nization, Pacific Island
orgl healtfl of _EbQY_e’S aI.C‘?nvaSItE)ECk Health Officers Associ-
children. “In jUS,t nine Icagtuconth eye ation, and US-affiliated
days, Canv_asback sden- h'Imtor? ’h ; Pacific islands are in
tal team did more than whilethephotos town this week meet-
two month’s worth of below show the ing with Ministry of
work,” said Ebeye Hos- \k/’v‘f)frolieofrt‘geaﬂer Health representatives

pital dentist Frolian M.
Hermes Dequito.

The team of 10 exam-
ined 525 patients and
performed 1,114 pro-

dental clinic.

on human resource
needsin the RMI.
The visit follows up
a 2006 decision by
the WHO to focus on

cedures that included
X-rays, cleaning, extrac-
tions, and restorations.
They saw nearly all of
thethird to seventh grade
students from the six
schools on Ebeye and
14 students who attend

“thecrisisin humanre-
sourcesin health care”
in the region, said Dr.
Greg Dever, who is
with the team repre-
senting PIHOA.

The group, which
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Kwajalein schools. “The amount
of work that was accomplished was
only possible because of the excel-
lent job that the Ebeye dental staff
did,” said Canvasback co-founder
Jacque Spence. “They arranged for
the studentsto comein, and worked
side-by-side with the team.”

With the help of Jimmy Matsu-
naga, KRS Transportation Manager,
and Mike Garvin, Matson Lines

donated a 20-foot container to ship
necessary dental suppliesand equip-
ment. During thevisit, Canvasback
presented Ebeye Hospital with do-
nated suppliesand equipment ,which
included two dental chairs, assistant
chairs, an x-ray developer unit and
hand pieces.

Ebeye Seventh-Day Adventist
School was presented with $30,000
worth of new math, science, and

English textbooks, workbooks, and
teachers' edition books, all donated
by Canvasback.

Earlier this year, the group’s
ophthalmol ogy, orthopedic, cardiol-
ogy, and dental teams provided $1.2
million worth of medical servicesat
Ebeye. Canvasback hasbeen provid-
ing servicesin the Marshall Islands
since 1986 and helps operate the
Kumit Wellness Center in Mgjuro.

includes medical offi-
cialsfrom Pohnpei and
Saipan, is discussing
the possibility of set-
ting up human resource
committees to support
ongoing education and
training opportunities,
and to encourage more
islanders to choose

health careers.
J
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Arriving island December 3 ONLY
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A Majuro Coop School FTA Fund Raising Project.
Call Coop School 825-3144 to reserve or pay for your tree,

Marshallese youth
take part in sail day

i More than half of the participantsin last
Sunday’s Mieco Beach Yacht Club’s ‘Learn
to Sail Day’ were Marshallese, a first for the
club, which has been trying to attract locals
on board the fleet’s vessels for a number
of years.

The club gave out a number of scholar-
ships to Marshallese youth for the day,
meaning that the $20 fee was waived.

Four cruising yachts took part in the day

-- Happy Monster, Rose InAelon, Radiance
I1, and Six String -- which kicked off with a
classroom session at RRE Hotel’s Boknake
and ended with the trainees heading out to
the boats for a sail around the lagoon.

The ‘Learn to Sail Day’ is in preparation
for the club’s race season, which starts on
Sunday, December 5, with the skippers’
meeting at the Marshall Islands Resort at
6pm on Friday, December 3.
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Palau.

The DAP is a flexible small grants pro-
gramfunded by theAustralian Agency for
International Development to respond to
developmental and humanitarian needs.
Grants are usually given for amounts of
$5,000 up to $30,000.

The DAP focuses on small-grants that
benefit grassroots, community-based
organizations that might otherwise be
overlooked by larger aid programs. DAP

Aussies offer new funding for development

New funding of about US$96,500 is
available from the Australian Embassy
in Pohnpei for the 2010-11 financial year
aspart of the Direct Aid Program (DAP).
This funding is available to individu-
als, non-government organizations, and
community groups engaged in develop-
ment activities in the Federated States
of Micronesia, the Marshall I1slands and

is intended to help communities to help
themselves through one-off funding and
is not a continuing funding stream for
ongoing projects.

Applications for DAP can be found
on the Australian Embassy’s website at
http://www.fsm.embassy.gov.au/phpi/
cooperation.html, or by contacting the
Embassy’s Public Diplomacy Officer in
Pohnpei at 691-320-5448.

Another 25 hedlthy graduates
joined the ranks of successful
lifestyle change by completing
the intervention program at the
Diabetes Wellness Center late
last month.

A graduation ceremony was
held to recognize program par-
ticipants. USAmbassador Martha
L. Campbell, Health Promotion
Director lone deBrum, and Can-
vasback Missions founder Jacque
Spence joined in recognizing the
group.

“The US is pleased that we
could help support this program,”
and “is really proud to be

Turning around

DIABETES

Canvasback
Missions
founder

Jacque
Spence, left.
Thegraduates
from the
most recent
intervention
program at
the Diabetes
Wellness
Center.

working with the Wellness
Center,” said Campbell.
“Each of you is an ambas-
sador for ahealthy lifestyle,”
she told them.

The ambassador shared
that she is personally a big
fan of the Wellness Center
and that she frequently dines
at the program'’s restaurant
with visiting dignitaries.

DeBrum encouraged the
graduates to continue the
healthy lifestyle they have
learned.

“Thisisnot theend — this
is only the beginning,” she
said. She challenged each
of them to continue walk-
ing every day for at least 30

I'..l..i‘"“:ll. :

. |.|I‘||"3'|‘- L .'l.‘r"{
i

and the lifestyle change they
helped ingtill. The program’s
required exercise regimen
was the most noted compo-
nent introduced as key to the
personal success achieved.

Wellness Center Director
Denis Yates then took time to
acknowledge the importance
of funders and staff to the pro-
gram’s continued success.

“It takes all of us, awhole
team, to make this happen.
The Ministry of Health, the
US Embassy, Canvasback,
and the Wellness Center”
each played animportant role,
Yatessaid. “Weare so grateful
for the support.”

Because the US Depart-
# ment of Defense provided the

minutes.

DeBrum then spontaneously
invited each participant to become
members of the first Diabetes
advisory panel to address and
discuss diabetes issues during
national diabetes month in No-
vember.

As each participant was called
forward to be personally recog-
nized, they were presented with a
framed picture of their graduating

classto help them remember their
individual and collective success
and achievements.

Five participants received spe-
cial achievement award trophies
to celebratetheir stellar individual
progress. Cathlina deBrum, Sen-
tina Jack, Clara Milne, Hain Mo-
jilong, and Lankoj Rosa.

Four were recognized with per-
fect attendance awards. Emlain

Lain, Clara Milne, Kenbin Roja,
and Lankoj Rosa.

After the awards, the graduates
wereinvited to personally address
their fellow participants with a
few words about their own stories
and experienceswith theWellness
Center program.

The ensuing heartfelt testimo-
nies expressed sincere apprecia-
tion for the Wellness Center staff

initial funding necessary to start up
the programin July 2005, the Well-
ness Center recogni zed the support
of the US Embassy by presenting
a certificate of appreciation to
Ambassador Campbell.
Canvasback Missions, repre-
sented at the ceremony by com-
mitted co-founder Jacque Spence,
is the parent charity organization
behind theinitial program. Canvas-

back has been working toimprove
the health of RMI citizens for 30
years.

Yates al so recognized Interven-
tion Director Tanner Smith and
Kristin Smith, volunteers who
are both professional nurses, and
Athletic Director Harry Yotama,
as essential to the program’s suc-
cess.

A rousing highlight of the eve-
ning occurred unexpectedly, as a
short demonstration of the aerobic
danceregimen the participantshad
learned over the last few months
turned into a roomful of laughter
and impromptu exercise. As the
group performed, led by the ener-
getic callsof Yotama, all audience
members were cgjoled into stand-
ing up tojoin in the dance, which
resulted in a roomful of elevated
heart rates and smiling faces.

The evening wrapped up on an
upbeat note with the performance
of a few original songs the par-
ticipants developed to mark their
group’s accomplishments and
wellness.

A new group of Marshallese has
dready started the next Wellness
Center training program.
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